
10 Ways to Motivate Your 
Child to Read More and Read 

More Often�
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INTRODUCTION 

  Are you having difficulty motivating 
your son or daughter to read? Does 
your son or daughter “push back” 
when you say its time to read? In this 
ebook, I will identify 10 ways to to 
motivate your child to read more and 
read more often. 
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1. Choice 

  Choice is a strong component of 
reading motivation. Children who are 
allowed to choose what they read will 
read more often than students who 
are “forced” to read.  

  I recommend that provide 
opportunities for your son or daughter 
to choose what they read. Ask your 
child to select his or her own books 
when you go to the library or book 
store. 
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2. Interests 

  Children are more motivated to read 
when the texts they read related to 
their personal interests.  

  I recommend that you conduct an i 
inventory of your child’s personal 
interests and try to find books that 
relate to those interests. 
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3. Social Interaction 

  Children tend to read more when 
reading involves social interaction with 
peers or adults. 

   I recommend that you provide 
opportunities for your child to read 
with other children and or adults in 
small groups. Perhaps, you can invite 
two of your child’s friends over to visit 
and facilitate small group reading 
groups or book clubs. 
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4. Text Difficulty 

  Children are likely to read more often 
if they believe the book isn’t “too 
hard” for them to read.  

  I recommend that you make sure the 
text is not above your child’s reading 
level. This can lead to frustration and 
reading withdrawal and 
disengagement. You can also build 
your child’s self-confidence by 
providing opportunities for him or her 
to reread family or “easy” texts. 
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5. Modeling 

  Children will read more often if see 
other peers or adults read on a 
consistent basis. In other words, 
children who see their parents read 
on a regular basis are more likely to 
read than children who do not see 
their parents read on a regular basis.  

  I recommend that you make an effort 
to “read in front of” your child 
regularly. This “modeling” will 
encourage your son or daughter to 
read more often. 
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6. Real-World Connection 

  Children are more motivated to read 
when the book they are reading 
connects to a “real-life” event. 

   I recommend that you introduce 
books that connect to real events in 
your child’s life. For example, if you 
have a child that is entering 
kindergarten, you might consider 
reading a book about the first day of 
kindergarten. 
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7. Dialogue/Discussion 

  Children tend to be more motivated 
to read when they have opportunities 
to discuss the book they are reading. 

  I recommend that you read books in 
an interactive manner that supports 
dialogue and discussion. This involves 
pausing every few pages or so to ask 
questions. 
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8. Meaningful Rewards 

  Children tend to be motivated to read 
when they earn a meaningful reward 
for their efforts.  

  I recommend that you reward your 
child for the effort they put into 
reading. The reward should be 
immediate, consistent, and appeal to 
your child’s interests. 
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9. Meaningful Extension 
Activities 

  Children are more motivated to read 
when they have an opportunity to 
engage in meaningful post-reading 
activities related to the text they 
read. 

  I recommend that you engage your 
child in a meaningful activity related 
to the book he or she read. For 
example, after reading a book about 
shopping, you might consider taking 
your son out to the store to go 
shopping to help your child make 
meaningful connections. 
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10. Tradition/Ritual 

  Children who see reading as a family 
tradition and ritual are more likely 
read than children who do not. 

  I recommend that you establish family 
traditions/rituals related to reading. 
Some examples include but are not 
limited to: visiting the library on a 
regular basis, visiting the local book 
store on a regular basis, participating 
in book exchanges with family 
members, reading books in the car, 
giving books as gifts, etc. 
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Thank You! 

  I hope that the information in this 
ebook has been helpful! Please feel 
free to send me any questions, 
comments or feedback. 

  Best Wishes, 

  Terry Husband, Ph.D. 
  thusban@ilstu.edu  
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